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Introduction to thePentateuch

Intro Video: https://bibleproject.com/explore/video/oldtestamenttanak/ - first 7 minutes
I.  What is the Pentateuci
a. Name meaning
i. Comes from two Greek wordgenteY' S YAy 3 tedchofrSSél yIAWRE a @2
1. Originally the Pentateuch would have been one long continuous work.
2. The 5 Books of the Pentateuch are:
Genesis
Exodus
Leviticus
Numbers
. Deuteronomy
3. The Pentateuch is placed&tK S 06 SIAYYAy3I 2F (GKS . A
a. ltis firstchronologically.
b. Itis the introduction and foundation for understanding the rest of
Scripture.
ii. Other Names for the Pentateuch
1. The Hebrew ScripturesTanak
a. Torahc another name for Pentatauch
b. Nebiimc also called the Prophets
c. Kethubim¢ also called Writing
2. The Law
3. The Five Books of Moses

®op o

b. Purpose
I. Toreveal to us:
1. The origins and beginnings of the world.
2.¢KS SINIeé RS@PSt2LIYSyilia 2F D2RQ& RA(L
through the lens of Hisowenant with the children of Israel.
3. The history, geography, and chronological events of the ancient world.
ii. Itintroduces the rest of Scripture:
1. Creation and the law are an introduction to the rest of the Old Testament.
2. The rest of the Old Testament is atroduction to the Gospels.
3. The Gospels is an introduction to the events following the resurrection of
Jesus.
ii. a2 KFG OGKS F2dzNJ D2allSta INB Ay (GKS bSg
GKS hftR ¢Saidl YSy(o¢
Il. Dating
a. Date of Writing
I. If Mosesis the athor some of thePentateuch, thersome ofthe writing dates to
around 1500 BC.
1. The Song of Deborah (Judges 5) and the Song of Miriam (ExoeRjshénle
been suggested as the oldest material in thet®@be written.
il. We have no original documentisat havebeen preserved.
1. The oldest @ Testamenttext that has been preserveid from Numbers
(6:24-26) from 700600 BC
b. Periods of History in the Pentateuch
I. Primeval
1. 2100 BC
2. Gen. 111


https://bibleproject.com/explore/video/old-testament-tanak/

3. Young (early stage&)Creation, Fall, Flood, Tower of Babel
ii. Patriarchal
1. 21001800 BC
2. Genesis 150
3. Founding fatherg Abraham, Isaac, Jacob
iii. Mosaic
1. 15251400 BC
2. Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, Deuteronomy
3.a24S5SaQ [ SFRSNEKALJ
c. Foundational events of Pentateuchal History
I. TheExodus (Ex. 12:33h. 14)
ii. The Sinai Revelation (Ex-R@m. 10:10)
lii. The Sinai Covenant (Ex. 28)3

Chart 2 Broad Chronology of Patriarchs and Sojourn in Egypt

2200 BC | 2100 BC 2000 BC | 1900 BC (1800 BC | 1700 BC | 1600 BC | 1500 BC | 1400 BC
I | I ] I ] I ] |

Abraham

(Z166) (1591

lsaac

(206E) (182e)

Jacob

CZ00E) £1859)

Joseph 1446 BC
Exodus
[(1916) [180&) from Eqwpt
i 1408 BC
Israel in Egypt 430 years FMocoes Dies

1576 EC Israel enters
4 lsrzel roves MOSES | the Land

to Eguwpt 152€ BC
EBirth of Maoses

[ll.  Canonization
a. By the 3 Century (the 400s BC) the Pentateuch had been accepted as authoritative.
IV. Genre
a. The Pentateuch is a narrative.
i. Even though sectiorsuch as Leviticus and Deuteronomy do not appear to be a
flowing narrative, they are part of the larger narrative of the Pentateuch.
1. Leviticus which covers the giving of the law takes place in the narrative of
Moses on Mount Sinai (Exodus-29)
2. Deuteronomy covers the death of Moses and Moses reviewing their history
and the law. Yet it is situated in between the narrative ending in Numbers
before the people of Israel cross the Jordan River into the promised land and
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the narrative beginning in Jogh after the death of Moses and as the people
prepare to cross the Jordan River into the promised land.
b. The Pentateuch also contains other genres such as cosmogony, poetry, covenants, law, anc
prophecy. We will talk about suppenres of the Pentateuch aseviook closer at each
section.
V. Authorship
a. Mosaic Authorship
I. There is a unity and flow from one book to the next pointing to one author for all 5
books.
ii. Jewish and Christian tradition points to a Mosaic origin for the Pentateuch.
1. Growing up in the householof Pharoah and being a central character in
most of the events, Moses was well educated and qualified for this task.
2. Moses himself speaks of keeping a written record of important events related
to the people of Israek; Exodus 17:14; 24cZ; 34:27; and Nmbers 33:2.
3. Other books in the Old Testament refer to Moses as the authdoshua
8:34-35; 23:6; 2 Kings 2:3.
4. The prophets refer to the writings of the Pentateuch as factual.
a. Assignment: Write the connection between the words of the
prophets and thewords of the Pentateuch.

Pentateuch Prophet Connection
Genesis 19:1 Isaiah 1:9
Exodus 15:2 Isaiah 12:2
Genesis 12:2 Isaiah 51:2
Genesis 8:2-p2 Isaiah 54:9
Numbers 25:3 Hosea 9:10
Genesis 32:225 Hosea 12:4
Genesis 28:5; 29:20 Hoseal?2:12
Numbers 15:47; 28: 714 Joel 1:9
Numbers 21:21 Amos 2:9
Genesis 19:24 Amos 4:11
Leviticus 9:2 Micah 6:6
Leviticus 26:16 Micah 6:15

5. Jesus and the Apostles make reference to the Books of Mebtsthew
19:7; Luke 16:29; 24:27; Johrl7; 7:19; Acts 3:22; 28:23; Romans 10:5.
lii. The three major views about what it means to say Moses wrote the Pentateuch.
1. Some say that Moses wrote or at least dictated every word.
a. al'S gl a (GKS YzBumbeksdXdf S YI yh
b. Did he write a detailed account bis death and legacy?
Deuteronomy 34
2. Some say Moses did not use any sources other than supernatural divine
revelation.
a. He quotes from another ancient texg.Numbers 21:1415
b. Moses must havesed divingevelation thoughbecause he was not
aliveduring the events of Genesi¥hose accountwere passed down
through oraltradition andthrough dvine revelation.
3. Pentateuch is essentially Mosaic, with probably some {ssaic editorial
additions.
a. Deuteronomy 34:5.2, Numbers 12:3Joshua 24:226a
VI.  Writings
a. Parchment(animal skinsgould be sewn together to create a scroll.



b. Papyrus was used but did not last.
c. Inscriptionswere also made istone, wax, wood, clay pieces, metat any available
material.
VIl. Language
a. Originally Hebrew
VIIl.  Intended Recipients andLocation
a. The covenant children of Israel located at Mount Sji&aiodus 34:2-28, 32
b. The further generations of the covenacitildren of Israet Deuteronomy 39:1415
Chart 3 Relationship of Geography and Time Events in Pentateuch
Genesis| Exodus Leviticus Numbers Deuteronomy
1=t day 15t day 1=t day
1=t month Znd manth 11th month
2nd Year Znd year d0th year
In Egypt Encarmped at Mount Sinai In the On the plains of Moab
{ wilderness
Travel thraugh wilderness
IX. 6 Major themes of Pentateuch

a.

b.

Divine Promise God promises to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob that their descendants will be a
blessing to the nations.Genesis 12:315:4-5; 18:18, 22:18, 2@, 28:14

Divine Election God chose the Israelites to be His means to bless the nations, they were His
chosen people.

Divine Deliverance The Exodug Exodus 114

Divine CovenantGod establishes a covenant relationship with the JeywEsxodus 24 and
43:10-38

Divine Law 613 laws given from God

Divine Gift (land) God promised the Jews Canaan as a permanent hqQi@enesis 12:9;
15:7-21; Exodus 3:8, 17; 33:3; Leviticus 20:24.



Pentateuch Overview Handouts

M NAME MEANING

Creation
Beginning

Origin

CHAPTERS

50 Chapters

Traditional division into two parts:

Primeval History: Ch. 1-11
Patriarchal History: Ch. 12-50

R GEocRaPHICAL SETTING

Garden of Eden
Region of Mesopotamia

Ends in Egypt

E& GENRE

Cosmogony
Genealogies

Narrative

88 LEY PEOPLE

Adam and Eve
Cain, Abel, and Seth
Noah

Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Joseph

ENES

'\bv KEY EVENTS

e Creation of everything
e Flood
» Tower of Babel

e Abrahamic Covenant

Q@ prmMaRY THeMES

e QOrigin of everything

e Beginning of history

¢ Creation and Recreation

e Order and Chaos

¢ The nature and consequences of
human disobedience

e The beginning of the divine

covenants

% THINGS To NOTE

e The story is all about God

e Everything depends on commitment to
the covenants

e Introduction to the "Holy War"
between God and other religions or
groups of people

e God will not always use the most
expected person to carry on His plan

¢ Origins of Israel's neighboring nations



NAME MEANING

Departure

Exit
From the Greek "ex" (out) and

"hodus" (way)

CHAPTERS

40 Chapters

Can be divided into 3 sections:
Slavery and Liberation: Ch. 1-18
The Law Giving: Ch. 19-24
The Tabernacle: Ch. 25-40

R GeocRAPHICAL SETTING

Egypt

Mount Sinai

ﬁ GENRE

Narrative

Law

88 KEY PEOPLE

Moses
Aaron

Pharoah

|

‘\b KEY EVENTS

e Life and leadership of Moses

e Exodus from Egypt
e Deliverance toward the promised

land

PRIMARY THEMES
e The Exodus

e Sinai Revelation

e Sinai Covenant

e |srael as God's chosen people

e Tabernacle as the place of God's
presence

e God's judgement and mercy
toward His people when they

rebel

@ THINGS To NOTE

e Exodus narrates the crucial matters
which define Israel as a people
specifically in their relationship to God

e God's miraculous deliverance of his
people from slavery

e The return of the presence of God as
distinguishing his people from all other
people on earth

e The gift of law as a means of

establishing covenant with them
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