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EABC Mission Statement:  
To provide Biblical and theological training for the equipping of men and women for the work of Christian 

ministry.  
 

EABC Vision Statement:  
To be a Christ-centered Bible college training men and women to carry the Gospel of Jesus Christ to the 

nations of Africa. 
 

EABC Motto: 
Training to Reach the Unreached 

 
 

Course Description: 
This course presents the students with a survey of the background, context, major themes, and the unique 
characteristics of each of the books of the Pentateuch. 
 
 
Course Goals:  
V Understand the layout and sections of the Pentateuch. 
V Discover the foundation themes and event of the Pentateuch which carry throughout the rest of 

the Bible. 
V Investigate the geographical and cultural context of the events in the Pentateuch. 
V Read the Pentateuch entirely during the duration of the course. 

 
 
Resources Used in the Workbook: 

1. Walton, John H. NIV Application Commentary: Genesis. Zondervan, 2001.  

2. Fee, Gordon D., and Douglas K. Stuart. How to Read the Bible Book by Book: A Guided Tour. 

Zondervan, 2014.  

3. Walton, John H., et al. The IVP Bible Background Commentary Old Testament. InterVarsity Press, 

2012.  

4. NIV, Cultural Backgrounds Study Bible: Bringing to Life the Ancient World of Scripture. 

ZONDERVAN, 2017.  

5. Rasmussen, Carl G. Zondervan Atlas of the Bible. Revised Edition, Zondervan, 2010. 

6. Barry, John D., et al., editors. The Lexham Bible Dictionary, Lexham Press, 2016. 

7. Pilch, John J. A Cultural Handbook to the Bible. Grand Rapids, MI; Cambridge, U.K., 2012. 

8. Jackson, Jeffrey Glen. Synopsis of the Old Testament. Logos Bible Software, 2009. 
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Introduction to the Pentateuch 
Intro Video: https://bibleproject.com/explore/video/old-testament-tanak/ - first 7 minutes 

I. What is the Pentateuch? 
a. Name meaning 

i. Comes from two Greek words: pente ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎ άŦƛǾŜέ ŀƴŘ teuchos ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎ άǾƻƭǳƳŜΦέ 
1. Originally the Pentateuch would have been one long continuous work.  
2. The 5 Books of the Pentateuch are: 

a. Genesis 
b. Exodus 
c. Leviticus 
d. Numbers 
e. Deuteronomy 

3. The Pentateuch is placed at ǘƘŜ ōŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ .ƛōƭŜ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜΧ 
a. It is first chronologically. 
b. It is the introduction and foundation for understanding the rest of 

Scripture. 
ii. Other Names for the Pentateuch 

1. The Hebrew Scriptures ς Tanak 
a. Torah ς another name for Pentatauch 
b. Nebiim ς also called the Prophets 
c. Kethubim ς also called Writing 

2. The Law 
3. The Five Books of Moses 

b. Purpose 
i. To reveal to us: 

1. The origins and beginnings of the world. 
2. ¢ƘŜ ŜŀǊƭȅ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘǎ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ŘƛǾƛƴŜ Ǉƭŀƴ ƻŦ ƎǊŀŎŜ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ WŜǎǳǎ ǾƛŜǿŜŘ 

through the lens of His covenant with the children of Israel.  
3. The history, geography, and chronological events of the ancient world.  

ii. It introduces the rest of Scripture: 
1. Creation and the law are an introduction to the rest of the Old Testament. 
2. The rest of the Old Testament is an introduction to the Gospels. 
3. The Gospels is an introduction to the events following the resurrection of 

Jesus. 
iii. ά²Ƙŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǳǊ DƻǎǇŜƭǎ ŀǊŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ bŜǿ ώ¢ŜǎǘŀƳŜƴǘϐΣ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǾŜ ōƻƻƪǎ ƻŦ aƻǎŜǎ ŀǊŜ ƛƴ 
ǘƘŜ hƭŘ ¢ŜǎǘŀƳŜƴǘΦέ 

II. Dating 
a. Date of Writing 

i. If Moses is the author some of the Pentateuch, then some of the writing dates to 
around 1500 BC.  

1. The Song of Deborah (Judges 5) and the Song of Miriam (Exodus 5:1-8) have 
been suggested as the oldest material in the OT to be written. 

ii. We have no original documents that have been preserved. 
1. The oldest Old Testament text that has been preserved is from Numbers 

(6:24-26) from 700-600 BC. 
b. Periods of History in the Pentateuch 

i. Primeval 
1. 2100 BC 
2. Gen. 1-11 

https://bibleproject.com/explore/video/old-testament-tanak/


5 
 

3. Young (early stage) ς Creation, Fall, Flood, Tower of Babel 
ii. Patriarchal 

1. 2100-1800 BC 
2. Genesis 12-50 
3. Founding fathers ς Abraham, Isaac, Jacob 

iii. Mosaic 
1. 1525-1400 BC 
2. Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, Deuteronomy 
3. aƻǎŜǎΩ [ŜŀŘŜǊǎƘƛǇ 

c. Foundational events of Pentateuchal History 
i. The Exodus (Ex. 12:37-ch. 14) 
ii. The Sinai Revelation (Ex. 20-Num. 10:10) 
iii. The Sinai Covenant (Ex. 24:3-8) 

 
III. Canonization 

a. By the 5th Century (the 400s BC) the Pentateuch had been accepted as authoritative. 
IV. Genre 

a. The Pentateuch is a narrative. 
i. Even though sections such as Leviticus and Deuteronomy do not appear to be a 

flowing narrative, they are part of the larger narrative of the Pentateuch. 
1. Leviticus which covers the giving of the law takes place in the narrative of 

Moses on Mount Sinai (Exodus 19-31) 
2. Deuteronomy covers the death of Moses and Moses reviewing their history 

and the law. Yet it is situated in between the narrative ending in Numbers 
before the people of Israel cross the Jordan River into the promised land and 



6 
 

the narrative beginning in Joshua after the death of Moses and as the people 
prepare to cross the Jordan River into the promised land.  

b. The Pentateuch also contains other genres such as cosmogony, poetry, covenants, law, and 
prophecy. We will talk about sub-genres of the Pentateuch as we look closer at each 
section. 

V. Authorship 
a. Mosaic Authorship 

i. There is a unity and flow from one book to the next pointing to one author for all 5 
books. 

ii. Jewish and Christian tradition points to a Mosaic origin for the Pentateuch. 
1. Growing up in the household of Pharoah and being a central character in 

most of the events, Moses was well educated and qualified for this task. 
2. Moses himself speaks of keeping a written record of important events related 

to the people of Israel. ς Exodus 17:14; 24:4ς7; 34:27; and Numbers 33:2. 
3. Other books in the Old Testament refer to Moses as the author. ς Joshua 

8:34-35; 23:6; 2 Kings 2:3. 
4. The prophets refer to the writings of the Pentateuch as factual. 

a. Assignment: Write the connection between the words of the 
prophets and the words of the Pentateuch. 

Pentateuch Prophet Connection 

Genesis 19:1 Isaiah 1:9  

Exodus 15:2 Isaiah 12:2  

Genesis 12:2 Isaiah 51:2  

Genesis 8:21-22 Isaiah 54:9  

Numbers 25:3 Hosea 9:10  

Genesis 32:24-25 Hosea 12:4  

Genesis 28:5; 29:20 Hosea 12:12  

Numbers 15:4-7; 28:7-14 Joel 1:9  

Numbers 21:21 Amos 2:9  

Genesis 19:24 Amos 4:11  

Leviticus 9:2 Micah 6:6  

Leviticus 26:16 Micah 6:15  

 
5. Jesus and the Apostles make reference to the Books of Moses. - Matthew 

19:7; Luke 16:29; 24:27; John 1:17; 7:19; Acts 3:22; 28:23; Romans 10:5. 
iii. The three major views about what it means to say Moses wrote the Pentateuch. 

1. Some say that Moses wrote or at least dictated every word. 
a. άIŜ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ƘǳƳōƭŜ ƳŀƴϦ ς Numbers 12:3 
b. Did he write a detailed account of his death and legacy? ς 

Deuteronomy 34 
2. Some say Moses did not use any sources other than supernatural divine 

revelation. 
a. He quotes from another ancient text. ς Numbers 21:14-15 
b. Moses must have used divine revelation though because he was not 

alive during the events of Genesis. Those accounts were passed down 
through oral tradition and through divine revelation. 

3. Pentateuch is essentially Mosaic, with probably some post-Mosaic editorial 
additions. 

a. Deuteronomy 34:5-12, Numbers 12:3, Joshua 24:25-26a 
VI. Writings 

a. Parchment (animal skins) could be sewn together to create a scroll. 
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b. Papyrus was used but did not last.  
c. Inscriptions were also made in stone, wax, wood, clay pieces, metal, or any available 

material. 
VII. Language 

a. Originally Hebrew 
VIII. Intended Recipients and Location 

a. The covenant children of Israel located at Mount Sinaiς Exodus 34:27-28, 32 
b. The further generations of the covenant children of Israel ς Deuteronomy 39:14-15 

 
IX. 6 Major themes of Pentateuch 

a. Divine Promise - God promises to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob that their descendants will be a 
blessing to the nations. - Genesis 12:3, 15:4-5; 18:18, 22:18, 26:4, 28:14. 

b. Divine Election - God chose the Israelites to be His means to bless the nations, they were His 
chosen people. 

c. Divine Deliverance ς The Exodus ς Exodus 1-14 
d. Divine Covenant - God establishes a covenant relationship with the Jews. ς Exodus 24 and 

43:10-38 
e. Divine Law - 613 laws given from God.  
f. Divine Gift (land) - God promised the Jews Canaan as a permanent home. ς Genesis 12:6-9; 

15:7-21; Exodus 3:8, 17; 33:3; Leviticus 20:24. 
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Pentateuch Overview Handouts 
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